
The Northern Illinois University Alumni Association &      

                                         The Office of Alumni Relations  

                                                        Present... 

Canadian Rockies Adventure 
 Special feature – Overnight Training aboard VIA Rail’s The Canadian 

 

September 25 - October 3, 2010 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

$3,499 Per Person, Double Occupancy, From Chicago 
 

 

 

 

9 Days ● 11 Meals: 6 Breakfasts ● 1 Lunch ● 4 Dinners  
 

 

This is an exclusive travel program presented by the  

Northern Illinois University Alumni Association and the Office of Alumni Relations. 



 Canadian Rockies Adventure 
Special feature – Overnight Training aboard VIA Rail’s The Canadian  

Highlights...Vancouver ● VIA Rail’s The Canadian ● Icefields Parkway  

Banff ● Yoho National Park 
 

Per Person Rates: Double $3,499 
*Please note the above rates are based on a minimum of 25 passengers traveling in your group. 

Included in Price:  
Air Taxes and Fees/Surcharges of $75 (subject to increase until paid in full), Hotel Transfers, Round Trip Air from O‟Hare Intl Airport 

 

 

Day 1: Saturday, September 25, 2010 

Vancouver, British Columbia - Tour 

Begins 

Today you depart from O‟Hare Airport to 

Vancouver and meet your tour manager. 
 

Day 2: Sunday, September 26, 2010 

Vancouver - VIA Rail  

A sightseeing tour of beautiful Vancouver 

begins at Stanley Park, Canada‟s 

renowned urban rainforest that meets the 

sea.  Visit Chinatown – one of the largest 

in North America – and explore its 

waterfront.  Next, enjoy a visit to 

Gastown, a turn-of-the-century town 

comprised of pubs, art galleries, boutiques 

and its world-famous steam-powered 

clock, which is perhaps the most 

photographed subject in all of Vancouver.  

This evening, enjoy dinner at a local 

restaurant before boarding Via Rail‟s The 

Canadian to begin your journey to the 

majestic Canadian Rockies.  Relive train 

travel in the days of old as you are rocked 

to sleep in your private accommodations. 

Today dinner will be included. 
 

Day 3: Monday, September 27, 2010 

VIA Rail - Jasper, Alberta 

Enjoy a lovely hot breakfast in the dining 

car as your eastbound train whisks you 

past the peaks of the Monashee Mountains 

and the stunning sight of Pyramid Falls 

cascading down Mt. Cheadle.  Relax in 

the Dome car as you experience 360-

degree views of the glistening glaciers of 

the Albreda Icefields and on a clear day, 

view Mt. Robson – the highest peak of the 

Rockies!  Moose, mountain goats, bear 

and caribou call this wonderland home.  

This afternoon, arrive in Jasper at the 

gateway to the incredible Icefields 

Parkway. Today breakfast, lunch and 

dinner will be included. 
 

Day 4: Tuesday, September 28, 2010 

Jasper 

Begin your day with a trip to the 

dramatic Maligne Canyon, one of 

Jasper's most spectacular landmarks.  
Later, behold the picture-perfect sparkling 

waters of Maligne Lake, the largest 

natural lake in the Canadian Rockies, 

where you can embark on an optional 

cruise highlighting the beauty of Spirit 

Island.  Return to Jasper with leisure time 

for personal exploration. Today breakfast 

will be included. 
 

Day 5: Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Jasper - Icefields Parkway - Banff 

Today you‟ll journey along the 

unforgettable Icefields Parkway.  

Waterfalls, rushing rivers, glacial peaks, 

imposing cliffs and snowcapped peaks 

paint the breathtaking canvas!  Enjoy a 

stop at the Athabasca Falls and marvel at 

its sheer beauty and power.  At the 

Columbia Icefields, enjoy a fun ride* 

across a mass of glacial ice over 1,000 feet 

thick – the largest accumulation of ice 

south of the Arctic Circle.  Continuing 

down the parkway, be on the lookout for 

bears, furry marmots and stately elk.  

Enjoy a stop at Peyto Lake, a 

turquoise glacier-fed lake.  En route to 

Banff, view Moraine Lake and the awe-

inspiring Valley of the Ten Peaks.  The 

jagged Ten Peaks are distinctively saw-

toothed, standing out amidst stunning 

Alpine scenery.  Upon arriving in 

Banff, visit a local ammonite specialist to 

learn about this rare gemstone found only 

in Alberta.  Settle in at the world-famous 

“Castle in the Rockies,” Fairmont‟s Banff 

Springs Hotel, for a relaxing three night 

stay. Today breakfast and dinner will be 

included. 
 

Day 6: Thursday, September 30, 2010 

Banff - Yoho National Park - Banff 

Enjoy a day trip to Yoho National Park, 

named by the Cree (using their expression 

for “awe”).  See the Spiral Tunnels cut 

through the mountains during the railroads 

development and learn about the train 

system in Canada.  Next, enjoy a visit to 

Fields, a cozy town known for its charm, 

nestled in the grand Canadian Rockies.  

Later, travel along Kicking Horse River 

and enjoy a visit to the Natural Bridge to 

learn how this amazing limestone rock 

formation was created.  Continue your 

journey along the river and enjoy some 

time to explore spectacular Emerald Lake, 

named for the vibrant green color of its 

water.  Then, enjoy a visit to the beautiful 

Takakkaw Falls, one of Canada‟s highest 

waterfalls.  Enjoy some leisure time 

before leaving Yoho National Park and 

returning to the village of Banff. Today 

breakfast will be included. 

 



Day 7: Friday, October 01, 2010 

Banff 

Set off for a scenic drive through Banff 

featuring the powerful Bow Falls and 

impressive Hoodoos – known as the 

“Land of the Sleeping Giants.”  During an 

afternoon at leisure, perhaps you‟ll take a 

stroll through Banff‟s delightful 

downtown, stopping in some of its chic 

boutiques or cafes. Today breakfast will 

be included. 

 

Day 8: Saturday, October 02, 2010 

Banff - Calgary 

Depart for the cosmopolitan city of 

Calgary for the final stop on your scenic 

adventure.  Tonight, toast new friendships 

and memories during a special farewell 

dinner at a popular local restaurant. Today 

breakfast and dinner will be included. 

 

Day 9: Sunday, October 03, 2010 

Calgary - Depart for Home 

Today you will depart for home with a 

lifetime of memories. 
 

 

YOUR ACCOMMODATIONS AT A GLANCE 

Day 1 Westin Bayshore, Vancouver, BC 

Day 2 Via Rail's The Canadian, Train/Via 

Day 3, 4 Sawridge Hotel, Jasper, AB 

Day 5 - 7 Fairmont Banff Springs, Banff, AB 

Day 8 Westin Calgary, Calgary, AB 
On some dates alternate hotels may be used. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note: 
 

*Some attractions may not be available during the "off-season" months (weather 

permitting) and is reflected in the rate.   

 

Glacier Experience is weather permitting throughout the travel season.  

 

Order of sightseeing is subject to change.  

 
The number of single accommodations is limited on this tour. 

 

An overnight bag is necessary for your stay aboard VIA Rail. 

 

Maximum elevation: 7,500 feet. 
 

This tour requires average physical activity. You should be in good health, able to 

climb stairs and walk reasonable distances, possibly over uneven grounds and 

cobblestone streets. 
 

Experience It! _______________________ Experience Canada – VIA Rail 
 

Listen to the peaceful sounds of a bygone era while natural beauty dances to life before your eyes in a scenic wonderland; it‟s a veritable 

journey back in time as you travel from Vancouver to Jasper.  Relax and discover the delight of overnight training aboard VIA Rail‟s The 

Canadian.  Heralded in 1955 as “the first and only all-stainless steel „dome‟ streamliner in Canada,” The Canadian has been exceeding 

passenger expectations ever since.  Enjoy first-class meals and awe-inspiring Canadian Rockies vistas during the day.  Spend the night in 

the comfort of your own bed inside a private sleeping room that includes a private bath.  From the moment you board VIA Rail‟s The 

Canadian, you‟ll embrace the nostalgia of a golden era as rail lines trace history while whisking you through scenery far removed from 

the highway. 

 

For more information contact the 

Northern Illinois University Office of Alumni Relations ● (815) 753-1512 

To make your reservation visit myniu.com and click on Travel 
 

Alumni Association 

Barsema Alumni & Visitors Center 

Northern Illinois University 

DeKalb, IL 60115 

815-753-1512 
$100 of the trip cost is tax deductible as a charitable donation



___________________________________IMPORTANT RESERVATION INFORMATION___________________________________ 
IDENTIFICATION 

Passports are required for this tour at your expense.  Certain countries require a 

minimum of 6 months passport validity.  You are strongly urged to contact the 

appropriate consulate for details.  Visit www.travel.state.gov for the U.S. State 

Department for the latest details about passports and visa requirements. 

 

IMPORTANT: We recommend that our clients traveling abroad take a photocopy of their 

passport and applicable visas. It should be packed separately from your actual passport 

and visa. We also recommend leaving a copy at home with your emergency contact.  

 

*Airline Fuel Surcharges: Our air inclusive vacations are priced including airline fuel 

surcharges. These fuel surcharges are assessed by the airlines and are subject to increase 

without notice. Government taxes and fees are additional.  

Taxes and Fees: Airfares are subject to change. Seats are limited and may not be available 

on every flight or departure date.  

Checked Baggage Charges: Some airlines may impose additional charges if you choose to 

check any baggage. Please contact your airline or refer to its website for detailed 

information regarding your airline's checked baggage policies.  

 

NIU Alumni Association Cancellation Charges for this tour: Deposit is nonrefundable 

after March 1, 2010.  The trip balance is due by April 26, 2010.   If a traveler withdraws 

from the tour after April 26, 2010 they acknowledge and agree that no portion of their 

payment to the NIUAA will be refunded to them and that they will incur penalties from 

their cancellation. 

 

Responsibilities: Neither Collette Travel Services, Inc., its affiliated entities and its and 

their employees, shareholders, officers, directors, successors, agents, and assigns 

(collectively "Collette"), own or operate any person or entity which is to or does provide 

goods or services for these trips.  Because neither maintains any control over the 

personnel, equipment, or operations of these suppliers, Collette assumes no responsibility 

for and cannot be held liable for any personal injury, death, property damage or other 

loss, accident, delay, inconvenience, or irregularity which may be occasioned by reason of 

(1) any wrongful, negligent, willful or unauthorized acts or omissions on the part of any 

of the suppliers or other employees or agents, (2) any defect in or failure of any vehicle, 

equipment, or instrument owned, operated or otherwise used by any of these suppliers, 

or (3) any wrongful, willful or negligent act or omission on the part of any other party not 

under the supervision and control of Collette. Additionally, responsibility is not accepted 

for losses or expenses due to sickness, lack of appropriate medical facilities or 

practitioners, weather, strikes, theft or other criminal acts, war, terrorism, computer 

problems, or other such causes.  All services and accommodations are subject to the laws 

of the country in which they are provided.  Collette reserves the right to make changes in 

the published itinerary whenever, in their sole judgment, conditions warrant, or if they 

deem it necessary for the comfort, convenience, or safety of the tour.  They reserve the 

right to withdraw any tour announced.  Collette reserves the right to decline to accept any 

person as a member of the tour, or to require any participant to withdraw from the tour at 

any time, when such action is determined by the tour manager to be in the best interests 

of the health, safety, and general welfare of the tour group or of the individual 

participant.  Neither does Collette accept liability for any carrier's cancellation penalty 

incurred by the purchase of a non-refundable airline or other ticket to the tour departure 

city and return or otherwise.  Baggage and personal effects are the sole responsibility of 

the owner at all times.  Participants may be photographed for the promotional purposes 

of Collette.  Arbitration - I agree that any dispute concerning, relating, or referring to this 

contract, the brochure or any other literature concerning my trip, or the trip itself, shall be 

resolved exclusively by binding arbitration according to the then existing rules of the 

American Arbitration Association in Rhode Island.  Such proceedings will be governed by 

substantive Rhode Island law.   

Payment of the deposit for this trip constitutes acceptance of these terms and conditions. 

 

Consumer Protection Plans: Collette Travel Service holds membership in the following 

highly reputable industry organizations: the United States Tour Operators Association 

and the American Society of Travel Agents.  Each association operates a consumer 

protection plan to cover deposits made by travelers.  Full details are available from the 

organizations or Collette Travel Service. Collette is pleased to give this additional 

protection to our clients.  Our California Sellers of Travel registration number is 

2006766-20.  Our State of Washington Unified Business Number is 601220855. Our 

Nevada Sellers of Travel registration number is 2003-0279. 

 

IMPORTANT: We recommend that our clients traveling abroad take a photocopy of their 

passport and applicable visas. It should be packed separately from your actual passport 

and visa. We also recommend leaving a copy at home with your emergency contact.  

 

Tour Deposit and Payment: Reservations may be made online with a credit card (Visa, 

MC, or Discover). Visit myniu.com and clink on Travel.  Tour prices increase every year, 

and it is possible that increase could occur after the printing of this brochure in advance of 

your tour’s departure. 

 

Tour Pricing: This is a package tour in which land and tour costs and special group 

airfares have been combined in the most advantageous way.  Should you wish to make 

any deviation from the package tour by changing your departure and/or return dates, the 

advantages of the package tour price may be eliminated and additional charges will be 

assessed. 

 

Travel Insurance: Please review the enclosed USI Travel Insurance Services brochure and 

letter. This insurance is designed to protect you from trip cancellation/interruption 

penalties and provide medical expense, medical evacuation, baggage and accidental 

death coverage, as well as emergency assistance. There is an advantage to early 

enrollment in this travel insurance program. Purchasing coverage within 15 days (Plus 

Option) or 21 days (Elite Option) of your initial trip deposit can make you eligible for 1) 

Waiver of the Pre-Existing Condition Exclusion, to cover certain injuries and illnesses that 

would not otherwise be covered by the policy 2) Protection for Certain Terrorist Acts if 

you cancel your trip due to a terrorist incident occurring in any city on your trip itinerary, 

within 30 days of arrival, 3) Cancel for Any Reason Coverage, if the Elite Option is 

purchased, and 4) Protection for Financial Default of an airline, cruise line, or tour 

operator. If you wish to take advantage of the special above provision, you must enroll 

within 15 days (21 days for the Elite Option) of the date your initial trip deposit is 

received. Please Note: Although purchasing the Travel Insurance is not mandatory for 

you to travel with our group, if you purchase insurance, it must be through USI Travel 

Insurance Services. 

 

THE NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION and/or any travel 

agency and/or supplier of service pursuit to or in connection with this itinerary shall not 

be responsible or become liable for any delay incurred by any person in connection with 

any means of transportation; nor for any loss, damage, or injury to person or property by 

reason of any event beyond the control of any agency or supplier, or occurring without 

the fault or negligence of such agency or supplier.  The right is reserved to substitute the 

airline to be used; the type of aircraft; and to alter the dates of the tour; the tour routing, 

or to cancel the trip if a minimum number of bookings is not reached; for either the air or 

the land portion of this itinerary.  Further, the right is reserved to decline to accept or to 

retain at any time any person as a participant on any tour or to cancel any tour.  No 

refund will be made for voluntary absence from the tour unless arrangements are made at 

the time of booking.  The schedules contained herein are subject to change without notice.  

All rates are based on current Tariff and Exchange rates in effect at the time of the 

printing of this itinerary and are subject to adjustment without prior notification in the 

event of changes therein or in changes in the number of participants on which the rates 

are based.  The carriers concerned are not to be held responsible for any act, omission or 

event during the time passengers are not on board their plane or conveyance.  The 

passage contract in use by carrier concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole 

contract between the carrier and the purchaser of the tour. 

 

 
 

   


